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IT WAS like something off the telly last Monday 
night with Dennis Waterman leaning up against 
the hotel bar surrounded by heavies and moving 
forward, taking off his glasses, as the aggro 
Started, but as the crowd was cleared back the 
knife in the back of Angelic Upstart guitarist 
Raymond ‘Mond’ Cowie couldn't have been 
more real. 

Trouble had been in the airallevening. The Upstarts were 
supporting the 4be2s at Glasgow Tiffanys, one of two ‘jokes’ 
promoter and 4be2s manager Jack McDonald was trying to 
pull that night. The Upstarts were being conned because 90 
percentplus of the not insubstantial crowd (over a thousand 
/‘dsay) had come to see them, and they weren't being paida 
penny. 

The second ‘joke’ was on the Glasgow Centre Hotel, host to 
both bands and large entourage, all encouraged by Jock to 
eat the best steaks and drink the best champagne simply 
because he intended charging the bill to the Upstarts’ label, 


League 
go HM 


LEAGUE MALARKY: Those 
wacky Human Leaguers will 
be attempting to win the 
Crossover Of The Year prize 
with their brand new show 
when Phil Oakey and Adrian 
Wright appear at the start of 
the spectacle atop their ‘disco 
tower’, mikes in hand à la 
Perry Como, to render a 
sensitive version of Judas 
Priest's ‘Take On The World’ 
for your delectation. Added 
-attractions come in the form 
of an overhauled slide show 
plus two girly backing 
vocalists discovered by Phil in 
a Sheffield disco. Purists will 
be pleased to hear that r'n'r 
no longer has a place in the 
League scheme of things . . ~ 


THRILLS ‘N’ SPILLS: Naughty 
Revillo Eugene Reynolds has 
just twigged as. to why he’s 
been nicked twice for 
speeding on virtually exactly 
the same stretch of road 
between Edinburgh and 
Newcastle — it’s divine 
intervention by holy record 
company Dindisc, whose silly 
gig game (given away with 
recent compilation elpee) 
features a snakes and ladders 
style band on UK tour 
scenario, with hazards 
included. The Edinburgh 
Newcastle section has 
‘caught for speeding’ 
plastered on it. The lord 
moveth in mysterious ways. 


Orchestral Manouvres tour 
manager is a former 
hairdresser and was seen 
insisting upon performing 
blow waves on assorted 
naughty Dindisc females after 
they mysteriously drenched 
themselves in Moon-style 
antics after an Orchestrals 
party in Liverpool. That's why 
our boys in the C&A suit 
always look so smart. 


ELEPHANTITIS: Broadway 
brat David Bowie, now 
featuring Elephant Man-style 
facial contortions in his TOTP 
videos, has a ravishing new 
girlfriend, It's Oona, a young 
55 widow of Charlie Chaplin, 
who DB met when sbe came 
round for a cup of sugar at his 
pad in Switzerland. Just a 
gigolo coming true, hmmm? 


DISTRACTED: After producing 
some fab stuff for Island, The 
Distractions have had their 
contract terminated (painful) 
by mutual consent, and are 
looking for another deal 
pronto, after having drummed 
up lots of interest in the Big 
Apple. Fingers. crossed, lads. 


SHEENA E OH SHEENA E: 
That incorrigible Anti-Numan 
campaigner D. Bunny, who 
seems to have at least 
succeeded in removing Big N 
from live scenarios, is moving 
thurstfully on yet another 
quest. He has just formed the 
Sheena Easton Popular Front, 
whose emblem is a rose with 
the moving sentiment ‘Rock 
On, Sheena’ inscribed in its 
petals. The campaign is to 
instal our Sheen into the 
House of Commons to speak 
on the joys of being a one 
man woman. Eastonmanics 
anxious to join the party 
should write to the Eastern 
Bloc Party HQ, 1351 London 
Road, London SW16. 


THE CONSPIRACY: Serious 
youngsters The The were 
brought quickly back to reality 
when returning from NY 
recently. They discovered a 
particularly widespread ban 
had been placed on them 


HAIRDRESSER ROCK: You 
thought Manina Wigg was 
joking? Turns out the 


Stab your back... eg 


The Upstarts and myself weren't aware of either of these 
‘jokes’ before the gig but by the time the Upstarts were on 
stage it was clear that something funny was going on. I'm no 
great expert on PAs but I know that the Upstarts sound at the 
soundcheck was OK, at the gig almost disastrously muddy, 
and for the 4be2s set amazingly OK again. 

The obvious reason being was that McDonald knew full 
well given the attitude of the crowd and the power of the 
Upstarts his band would be blown off-stage, which is what in 
fact happened with punters yelling ‘Fuck Off’ and hurling 
coins at the 4be2s. This explains the paranoia in the dressing 
room which lead up to the subsequent fracas. 

Knowing something was up Mensiannounced on stage 
“We're not here to support the 4be2s we're here cos it’s the 
only way we could play Glasgow”. When they came off 
McDonald was furious but instead of attacking Mensi he 
attacked Mond who'd waked off-stage exhausted with his 
guitar round his shoulders. 

Surrounded by the McDonald Mafia there was little the 
band could do but back at the hotel Mond resolved to do to 
McDonald what he'd done to him. And thatis what he did, 
pulling him away from his pals as he came in the bar and 


x 


SING IF YOU'RE GLAD TO BE WAY: Still reeling after last week's shock 
Maogg/Barton revelation, UFO bassist Pete Way proudly presents proof of his 
own strictly macho style pulling power. Here the bawdy jackthelad shows off 
his escorts at the band’s stunning Marquee performance last Sunday — Miss 
Australia and Miss America wondering why they didn’t get the chance to quit 
after 18 hours. At least Mr Way’s keeping it up. The HM standard we mean, 


silly, 


G2 


up their latest tour of the UK 
with a bath competition. 
Unfortunately for their close 
aquaintances though, this 
means that rather than seeing 
who can endure the most 
soakings throughout the 
excursion, they are battling 
valiantly to discover who can 
survive a glut of dates 
without one immersion in 
water. So far, all remain 
unwashed an in possession of 
at least three week’s worth of 
sweaty scum and a Bronze 


appearing in such iniquitous 
dens as the Rock Garden, 
101 Club, Bridgehouse, 
Clarendon Hotel, Acklam Hall 
and Notre Dame Hall Too 
loud, perchance? Too violent, 
you wager? Nah. Reasons 
vary from sublime to 
ridiculous; for damaging 
support band’s van, wrecking 
house PA, drunk and 
disorderly behaviour, 
borrowing a bouncer’s woolly 
cardigan which, by some wild 
coincidence, contained keys 
to the venue, not getting off 
stage when told to, and 
creating a disturbance and 
attempting to create a riot. 
OUr set-upon young men 
resign themselves to defeat 
and have dissolved the union, 
getting the feeling that maybe 
they weren't wanted. 
Thought they wer such nice, 
quiet boys. 


CURE UNWRAPPED: Fresh 
back from his gig at Bradford 
Uni, Curist Robert Smith can 
be seen distraught after the 
loss of his jacket at said 
performance: The bounder 
what nicked it will be 
interested to hear that the 
contents of the jacket, plus 
the extensive collection of 
badges thereon, constituted a 
wealth of memorabilia which 
Rob has picked up over the 
past couple of years, and has 
great sentimental value, so if. 
said half incher was simply 
looking for togs to keep out 
the cold, please return the 
irreplaceable stuff to Fiction 
Records, 165-167 High 
Street, Willesden, London 
NW10 or else. 


WHIFFIPOOS: Motorhead, it 


seems, have decided to liven in better results. 


THE TOOTH HURTS: Buddy of The Chords takes slightly 
masochistic action on his gum area in preparation for a 

delicate throat operation so that he can audition for Billy 
H’s job. Jaws suggest a drill through the head might end 


beginning to have a straight-up, one against one, with him 
and, incidentally, getting the better of him. McDonald's 
crowd jumped on Mond, other people moved in to drag them 
off and when they did there was a knife in Mond’s back. 

Luckily the knife wound was not serious but Mond was 
obviously shocked and was sat down looking white.as a 
ghost. The police arrived in minutes and while they were 
going through the crowd McDonald had the cowardly nerve 
togo up to Mondand punch him again. 

Mond declined to press. charges and we decided that 
whatever McDonald was pulling the chances of him paying 
our hotel bill now were virtually nil, so we drove off to South 
Shields which is a story in itself but nevermind. 

Back in London opinion usually allied with the McDonald 
camp has reacted strongly against him with bands such as 
Paul Young's Bad Apples and Infa-Riot strongly condemning 
his actions. So itnow looks like whatever happens in court, 
his own ‘Empire’ willnever be the same again. 

But at least it doesn’t look like the Upstarts willhave to get 


the guns outagain. . . 
GARRY BUSHELL 


j 


Welshmen angered quite 
rightly by Max's- insistence on 
cracking a particularly 
distasteful joke, ‘I hear that 
Wales have got a new 
vegetable as a national 
emblem — Johnny Owen’. For 
once Jaws has no sympathy 
with them. 


person who has been forced 
to fumigate his Jaguar after 
giving the pongy ones the odd 
lift, advises clothes-pegs on 
the nose for Hammersmith. 


NEW SPLODGE SEXISM 
SHOCKER: Reports that 
Splodge’s Newport gig was 
disrupted by frenzied 
feminists last week are 
slightly misleading. The gig 
was cancelled but the real 
cause was the iminent arrival 
of several scores of irate 


NO GO BLUE ORCHIDS? 
Seems, in typical (ex) Fall 
fashion, Martin Bramah and 
Una Baines’s new band, Blue 
Orchids, are already 
losing/not-losing limbs at a 
rate of knots though their 
debut Rough Trade is released 
next week. Will this be an all- 
time, hardly no time at all 
record-breaking bust-up? 
Watch this space. 


SNOWED UNDER: after the 
plug we gave them two 
weeks ago, Cornwall’s Circus 
Dream fanzine have had to 
take for the hills after the 
“overwhelming” response 
they got for their last issue’s 
free ‘Felicity’ (already a 
collector's item) Orange Juice 
flexi single. Last we heard 
from the guys was they had 
moved house radically to 
Dumfries, had.no more 
bleedin’ records left and were 
living like wanted men. Tech, 
tech, the price of fame. 


DRUMMER OK SHOCK: 
Glaswegian r'n'r combo The 
Montells would like to quell 
the scurrilous rumours and 
half-truths regarding fellow 

: Scots the Berlin Blondes, who 
were strongly supposed to 
have rifled their drummer. No 
felony has been committed, 
so stop those wagging 
tongues. 


